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Abstract

The principal objective of the survey project for compilation of data
on politicians based in Trang Province was to be acquainted with the
politicians who have been elected Members of Parliament for Trang
Province from the year B.E. 2476 (1933 A.D.) to the present in terms of
network, interest group, relations with political party, as well as vote-
getting technique. The researcher employed as data-compilation
instruments documentary study, interview, and observation. The data
obtained were systematized, analyzed, and then presented by means of
analytical description.

The findings of the study were as follows. The Trang-based
politicians who have been elected Members of Parliament for Trang _
Province have consisted of politicians of Saha Pracha Thai Party, Social
Action Party, Chat Thai Party, and Democrat Party. From the year B.E.
2535 (1992 A.D.) onward the Democrat Party has won all seats in every
election. Thus, the politics of Trang has been tied to that party more
firmly, continuously, and lastingly than to any other party. Two
politicians, namely, Mr. Kawkiat Sattasen and Mr. Chuan Leekpai,
have earned for the Democrat Party the faith of Trang people from past
to present.

The principal networks for Trang-based politicians, apart from
family members, kinship, friends, and contacts from the politicians'
previous professions, were, especially for the politicians of the Democrat
Party, women's groups, party networks, community leaders, local
leaders, local politicians, hamlet public health volunteers, and workers at
party branches, who have set up systematic and efficient operations. The
main tactics that have endeared politicians of the Democrat Party to the
people were their conduct in keeping with local culture and their
closeness to voting areas and public. The principal vote-getting
techniques involved meeting with the people, participation in community
activities, and making speeches. It was found that in the past gambling
was engaged in where votes were not decisive. The vote seeking of
politicians of the Democrat Party was specifically characterized by its
glorification of Mr. Chuan Leekpai as the selling point. Candidates of
the same election precinct campaigned for votes as a team, and the
means of vote gaining was to mix closely with people, in the manner of
meeting and sharing a meal with them.

As a whole, the politics as practiced in Trang related profitably to
local politics.
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