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Abstract

The ojectives  of this research were 1) to study the fundamental
characteristics regarding social, economic and geo-physical aspects, cultivation, and
the awareness of sea bass cage culture farmers of Tambon Koyo, Amphoe Muang,
Changwat Songkhla; 2) to study the interrelationship in regards to social, economic
and geophysical aspect, cultivation, and awareness with the success and failure of sea
bass cage culture farmers; 3) to study the problems and recommendations relating to
the success and failure of cage-cultivated sea bass cultivation farmers 4) compare
some characteristics between the success and failure of sea bass cage culture farmers
. The data was compiled through interviewing 232 cage-cultured sea bass farmers.

The results of the study generally found that the majority within the sample
group were completely Buddhist, heads of their households, male and had completed 4
year of primary school.

Regarding the knowledge and understanding of these cage-raised sea bass
farmers, their knowledge was of 3 levels : little, medium and high and difference was
statistically significant.

A study of the interrelationship of social, economic, cultivating, geophysical
and awareness factors with the success and failure of cage-raised sea bass cultivation
found that knowledge and understanding, amount of labour, satisfaction with the sales
of their production and fish-stock sources are related to the success of raising cage-
culture sea bass. At the same time, income, utilization of credit, feed and feeding, the
length of cultivation, the distance from one' s domicile to one' s fish-farm, the choice of

location for position the cages, receiving agricultural information form other individuals,



receiving information from mass media and contacting government authorities had no
relationship with the success of cage-raised sea bass cultivation.

The study compared the important characteristic of cages-raised sea bass
farmers who were successful with those who had failed and found that there were 13
significant characteristics between the two groups that were different: namely,
knowledge and understanding, satisfaction with the sales of the same product, income,
amount of labour, utilization of credit, feed and feeding, fish stock sources, length of
cultivation, distance from domicile to fish-farm, the choice of location in setting the
cages, receiving agricultural information from other individuals, receiving information
from the mass media and contacting government authorities. These interrelated factors
with the success of cultivating cage-raised sea bass were factors that had statisically
significant variation.

Significant problems were contaminated water from various sources such as
aquacuture processing plants from communities in Hatyai district and the release of
untreated water into the Songkhla Lake from shrimp ponds which caused problems for
the sea bass cultivated in cages. The fish became diseased and died. The
recommendations of the sea bass farmers were that the concerned government
agencies should provide earnest assistance in providing technical knowledge,

assistance with marketing and price quarantee.



