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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to analyze compound sentences in formal speech
of students at Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus. The data were drawn from the
speech delivered in class by students enrolling in the course 411-213: Speaking in Academia,
which is a selective course for Thai major students.

The analysis is divided into four headings: composition of compound sentences,
types of connectors in compound sentences, relationship of clauses within the sentences, and
shortcomings of compound sentences in formal speech. The findings are as follows:

In regard to connectors, two types of compound sentence composing are found:
compound sentences with connectors and compound sentences without connectors.

In compound sentences, connectors are placed at three different positions: at the
beginning, at the end, and within compound sentences. Meanwhile, connectors, at times, are also
placed both at the beginning and within a compound sentence.

Four types of students’ shortcomings in formal speech are found. (1) With
respect to the composition of compound sentences, there is no direct object and no verb, the
repetition of words occurs, and there is no relationship among clauses combing into a sentence. (2)
With respect to the use of connectors, four shortcomings are found: lack of connectors, misuse of
connectors, overuse of connectors, and using other words as connectors. (3) With respect to the
content, three shortcomings are discovered: lack of logicality, misuse of conditional, and lack of
clarity of ideas. (4) With respect to the use of words, three shortcomings are found: misuse of
formal language, misuse of words, and overuse of words.

All shortcomings of compound sentences in formal speech mentioned above may

stem from the student’s lack of accurate understandings of what they are talking, the lack of skills
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in analyzing and synthesizing, and the lack of presenting their ideas with care, particularly the
inability to apply their grammar knowledge, along with being too excited when giving a

presentation.
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