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Abstract

This research is intended to investigate the ring
motif recurring in 16 literary works of the Rattanakosin
Period with ewphasis on three aspects: historical
background and distinctive features of the ring, use of
the ring, and importation of the ring to the story
component in Thai literature.

It is found that Thai literature speaks of two
types of rings. The first type is classified by the
Wind of precicus sbone mounted on thé ring, from which
the ring’s name is derived. The second type is classified
by the ring’s shape. On one hand, the poets use these
two types of rings as a cnltural iconjthat is, they are
nsed as part of Lhe characlers” adornment, token of
status, custom or tradition, beliefs, valued, and love,
or they may be used as payment, incentive, or tribute,

Orn the other hand, the two types of rings are also used

a5 & deviece to carry cut the poets® exsggerated

(3)



imagination. This includes the use of the ring as a
nagical weapon,and as a means Lo transfigure the
characters of enable thea to soar in the shy.

From the 16 literary works under the study, it is
found that the ring is linked to the characters either as
part of their adornment by lilerary convention or as a
device to highlight their role. In addition, the ring may
be related to the storyline, theme or plot. 1In some
literary works, the ring is related to more thsen one of
these subeomponents.

It is also found that the poets’ incorporating of
the ring mobtif into the story will make it more enjowyable,
create suspense, and leave impression upon the readers
provided that such incorporation is plansible and in

harmony with the storyline.
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