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Abstract

The study of Fabric Fatterns 1in Thai Literature
is very useful beczuse litersture 1is one of the most
worthwhile thuman property. It 1s an important cultural
element and can be sustsined for 2 long time. The garments
people wear reflect the cultural unigueness of ezch tribe.
Many rniewes of cloth are found in Thai Litersture. These are
interesting and challenging to study. The researcher chose
24 works of litersture wriiten in an early period of the
Chakri Dynasty, in which cloth's names were mentioned and
studied thew with 3 objectives: to study the fabrie
patterns and its traits, to search the historicsal backeground
of these clothes, and to find out the cwltursl funciions
of each. To =access these objectives, a lot of documentary
research was done and the findings were presented in
zn enalytical descriptive style.

From the study, the names of 46 kinds of cloth were
found. Most of these names came from their artistic patterns

and teowns of manufacture.‘These cloths were msde from cotton,
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silk and aniwmal heir or fur. Some of them were crude, but
some were fine, snd they were different in color and
style. In =ddition, it was =lsc found that these ecloths
were used differently; wearing, covering, buckling =and
dress making. Lots o¢of these cloths were produced in
Thailand, but scme of them were imported especially from
India and China. The impcecrted ornies were better in guslity
and higher in price. Only the rich and high cisss people
could afford them. It is evident +that the use of Cioth
reflects the social class of people, &nd &alisc
represents people’'s beliefs and other cultural zspects.
In general, it can be concluded thst this
resesrch gives & adventages; moking vs  know  about
different types of cloeth, their historiczl backeground and
the way people used them. Furithermore, it shows the
value of litersture snd provides new trends on  the

study of literature.



