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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate language styles and their
variations in presenting local crime news of “Hot News” scoop in the Daily News
form January 1 until December 31 1997 in term of word choice and sentence
structures, figurative language and writing orders.

The result showed that two kinds of nouns were found according to
meaning : denotation and connotation They were also divided into three categories
: 1)names for criminal groups such as calling names after types of crimes, those
after criminal characteristics and general calling names ; 2) names after victimes ;
and 3) names after weapons. Two groups of denotation and connotation verbs
were found. The first group was classified according to news categories, namely
robbery news, rape news and murder news. The other group was classified
according to similarity in meanings, namely to shoot, to terrify, to chase, to
capture and uncover Moreover, in term of sentence uses, statements were
generally found and were in form of simple, complex and complex-compound
sentences in which transitional words were omitted. In addition, figurative
languages found in this study included simile, metaphor, antithesis, metonymy,
hyperbole, onomatopoeia and question forms. The writing order found in the
study followed particular types of news structure ; that is “Who? Do what? Where?
With whom? When? And how?” Interestingly, no particular order was found.

The study also showed that variations of language studys in presenting
crime scoops in the Daily news included word choices. That is, variations
followed news types. For instance, in robbery news, the words “bandit” was
mainly found to represent criminals while in rape news, the word “lust”(8yas

widely used. In crime news, the word “murderer” was frequently used while



“victime” was found to denote criminal victime. Verbs also varied according to
news categories. That is, in robbery news, the words “to rob” and “to steal”
were generally found while

“to rape” was commonly found in murdering news. However, no variation was
found in sentence styles and figurative languages. Lastly, three styles of variation
in writing orders in the above kinds of news were found, namely the style
beginning with “Who?, the style beginning with “Do what” and the style

beginning with “Where?”.



