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Abstract

This research aims to study word patterns, phrase and sentence structures and writing styles in
the 1996 general election news headlines.

The data has been obtained from 3 popular newspapers; TheThairat, The Daily News and
The Khao Sot from the 27" September to the 17" November 1996.

The research finds that the language used in the 1996 news headlines in reporting general
election news in popular newspapers are different from language used in general. The word usage
includes alliteration or sound repetition which covers vowel rhyming, vowel and final consonant
rhyming as well as first consonant thyming. Four types of slang are: that derived from borrowed words
and onomatopoeia or sound meaning and slang both with and without changes in meaning, while
borrowed words are classified into three types which are borrowed words both with and without
meaning changes and those with omission. For antonomacia, this kind of word includes nicknames
given to people and those to organizations and institutes, whereas abbreviation and word ellipsis
include idioms both with and without changes in form or meaning.

In terms of types and patterns of phrases and sentences, three forms of noun phrases and four
forms of phrases are found, while sentences are classified into simple, complex and compound.

In the area of writing styles, the use of informal language both noun and verb is found. There
also are five methods in word selection which are the use of multi-meaning words, new-word

constructions, words with phonemic meaning and political meanings and wrong-pattern words.
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