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Abstract

This research aimed to study the violent language in crime news in two popular daily
newspapers: the Thai Rath and the Daily News. 1,165 pieces of front-page news about homicide
and rape, published from January 1, 1999 to December 31, 2001, were investigated.

It was found that popular newspapers often used violent and sensational language,
which was realized through two sentential constituents. 1) Noun Phrase: Offenders were
designated by noun phrases that denoted morbid and unrelenting brutality, and injured persons
were depicted as being put in a horrible, helpless predicament. 2) Verb Phrase: The verbs varied
depending on the objects used in committing the offence; however, such verbs were often
modified by ‘repeatedly’ to highlight the offenders’ unwavering malice. The most impressive array
of verbs could be found when a gun was used in the offence, and the second most impressive was
when other sharp objects were used.

The sentences where the two constituents appeared could be classified: 1) by
structure: Most headlines were found to contain simple sentences; complex and compound
sentences could be found on and off. Subjects and objects may be deleted for conciseness but
could be recovered from the discourse. Most frequently found in the news body were the
compound-complex sentences which deliberately detailed the crime scenes as if re-staged.
2) by focus: Patient-oriented sentences were found in the body more than in the headline.
To underscore passivity and pity, injured persons and their organs were chosen as the subject of
this kind of sentences.

As regards appropriateness of crime news language, three issues were raised.
1) Excessive Attraction: The news was made more sensational through a deliberate use of words
that conveyed eccentric brutality of the offenders, and the plights of injured persons were
sensationally depicted. Such an action was not the task of newspapers, and it did not at all help

sharpen the readers’ critical faculty. 2) Ethical Appropriateness: Presenting such violence in the

()



news was found to violate the National Newspaper Council’s 1998 regulations, especially with
respect to the violation of human rights and unjust treatment of the people in the news.
3) Attitude Shaping: Crime news bred three negative attitudes. 3.1) Hatred of the criminals:
Deliberate uses of noun phrases that denoted the offenders’ cruelty would readily lead the readers
to have a bias against the criminals and jump to conclusions without justification. 3.2)
Contention for and Exercise of Power: The news persuaded the readers to believe that power was
the source of all benefits; and 3.3) Solution of Problems through Violence: Having been familiarized
with violence in the news, the audiences may finally assume that solving problems through violence

was tolerable.
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