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ABSTRACT

This thesis aimed at a study of status and roles of mothers
as depicted in four pieces of Thai Literature: Nang Boonlua for
Lilit Pralore; Nang Monthoe from Ramakian, a play by King Rama I;
Nang Thongprasri from Sepa Khun Chang Khun Phaen: and Nang Matsee

from Maha Wessondorn Chadok.

The results of the study showed that these mother characters
possessed an important status concerning their children. It was the
status related to the family. This status evoked the clear roles of
methers towards their children, especially when the mothers were the
heads of household. At the same time, mothers might have other status
according te their relationship with other pecple. The important
status besidés the mother status were the wife status, and the status
related to some important institutions like the governmental institutilon.
Some of the status might be in conflict with the mother status. Certain
conflicts in some sikuations or circumstances were the factors to

decrease the roles of mothers.



ii

Regardliess of the role conflicts, there was cne role every
mcther character in these literary works shared. It was the role
in giving maternal love to the children. This role was relatad to
the roles in raising and nurturing them, which mothers might
perform differently due to their birth or educational status. How-
ever, Lhere was no evidence that the mothers with different birth
status performed differently in giving maternal love £o their

children.

The other result of the study was that the authors were able
to create suitable characters of methers. The confermity of the
status and roles of mother characters with the feelings and ideas in
the stories would create beauty and appreciation for the readers.
The suitability of the mother characters also enabled the readers to

understand other characters involved.



