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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the phonetic features, distribution, and patterns of
merger of initial palatal continuants in Nakhon Si Thammarat dialect. The development of these
palatal continuants was investigated in relation to Proto-Tai palatal initial consonants. The data
were elicited from 26 informants representing 26 sub-areas in Nakhon Si Thammarat province.

Nakhon Si Thammarat dialect had two palatal continuant phonemes: /j/ a palatal
approximant, found in all 26 areas and co-occurring with seven tones; and /3/ a palatal nasal,
found only in 22 areas and co-occurring with five tones. In some cases initial /3/ occurred in free
variation with /j/.

Nakhon Si Thammarat palatal continuants developed from four Proto-Tai phonemes:
+h3, «?], «j and *3, represented by the graphemes €y 88 8 and €U, respectively. Three patterns of
merger were identified: 1) *?j and *j merged together and became /j/ while *h3 merged with *3
and became either /3/ or /j/ or I3/~ [j/; 2) *?j,*3 and *] became the modern /j/ while *h3 became

either /3/ or /j/ or 3/ ~ [j/; 3) the four Proto-phonemes *h3, *?j, *3 and *] became the modern /j/





