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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are twefold: (1) to
collect, classify and analyse Thai Muslim folktales in
Changwat Pattani according to the genre of the tales; and
(2) to investigate the worldviews of Thai Muslim people in
Changwat Battani as reflected in the so-collected folktales.

Through the field work, collection of folktales, told in
¢ Malay dialect by 30 living Muslim informants aged over 35
years, localily born and having lived in Pattani, were tape
recorded. Transcription of Malay dialect and translation into
Thai were done and cross-checked by five welli-qualified,
resource persons as data examiners. From 90 transcribed
folktales, 81 of them as fully complete were selected for the
data analysis.

The findings of the analysis reveal that 9 genres of
the folktales are found: fable tales are on the top list;
next come the fairy tales and jest tales. Only two afe of
formula tales being at the bottom of the list.

Three streams of worldviews as reflected in Thai

Muslim folktales in Pattani can be accounted for, namely the
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worldviews held by human beings toward other human beings, those
held toward nature and these held toward the supernatural.
The worldviews held by human beings toward other human
beings, which are reflected in the concepts of individuals
- held toward others and as a means of earning a living, include
those held by individuals toward others in general, those held
toward family and kinships, those held toward ethnic groups
and society, those held toward religious leaders and toward
a variety of occupations.
- The worldviews held by human beings toward nature,
which are ideas and opinions toward natural rescurces, include
those worldviews held by human beings toward values of the
nature and those held by human beings toward harms from nature.
The worldviews held by human beings toward the
supernatural, which are the percepticns and concepts relating
to the supernatural, include those wordviews held by individuals
toward religious bellefa, occultism, spirits and mysberies.
Thai Muslim folktales as the products of folk wisdom
and imaginations are the clear manifestation of the social
- states and Thai Muslim's ways of l1ife in‘Pattani. “They should
be maintained preserved as.a cultural heritage for generations

to come.
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