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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this documentary research was to analyrze
a Southern Thai literature entitled "'Phra Kaisote', A Southern Thai
Literary Work : A Critical Study" whose original pcems were written
in the /bu:t/ books. In this study, the fecllowing categories for
analysis were taken into consideration : the characteristics of the
scripts recorded, the orthography, and the literary-cum-sccial values.

This thesis was divided into five chapters. The first
chapter as an introductory one describes the scope and the method
of the study. The second chapter describes the general historical
background of this Southern Thai literary work. The Third chapter
describes the method of analysis of its poetically literary
aesthetics whereas the fourth chapler describes the analysis of its
social values. The last chapter describes the conclusions and research
implications éf the present study.

This study has revealed that this piece of literary work was
recorded in a Southern Thal dizalect with the Thai orthography of Early
Chakri Period. The poetic form of the work was written in the /ka:p/

verses} however, this poetic work somewhat lacks its stylistic



ii

sophistication. Like its contemperary literary works of royal
fairytale-like fables as pandering to sexual desires, the

'Phra Kaisote! work was collectively rendered from several other
literary works. However, the structural substance of the story was
very well-blended. The poet's intention for his work was meant to be
chiefly of entertaining purposes with some didactic implications for
readers. Written in the /ka:p/ verses, its word choice and figures

of speech selected by the poet could greatly render both the readers
and listeners the aesthetically literary values. In addition, the
work is said to interestingly and truly reflect social values, beliefs,
customs, and various traditional folkways of life of the Southern Thais

in the o©ld times.



