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Abgtract

This thesis aims to examine the aesthetics in ‘Pleng Cha-Nong,” a
southern Thai style of lullabies. The findings indicate that ‘Pleng Cha-Nong”
comprises notably assthetic values as highly as other forms of Thai literary works.

A "Pleng Cha-Nong” lullaby contains 2 aspects of its aesthetic values:
style and content. Iis style consists of word choice techniques, use of symbols
and figures of spesch. The techniques of vivid word choice comprise repeated
words, onomatopoeic words, swearing words, sarcastic words, emotive words,
and picturesque words. Under the heading of symhols and figures of speech,
symbols can be of four subcategories, namely plants, animals, naturs and natural
phenomena and tools and equipment used for earning a living, wheteas figures of
speech include personification, simils, analogy, metaphor and hyperbole. As for
the contents of "Pleng Cha-Nong" manifested in lifs experience may be of two
kinds, namely life values and social values. Life values are composed of 9
stranded of virtue: diligence, responsibility, honesty, bravery, vigilance, self-
estimate of ones' own abilities and strengths, endurance, unity and justice, while
social values constitute gender 1oles, mate sslaction, martiage, family life and
interrelationships within the family, preservation of ones’ own traditions. customs,
arts and cultures, promotion and maintenance of Buddhism and taling pride in

one's own community.



The “Pleng Cha-Nong" can refer to a lullaby or a local song comprising
narrow and fixed imageries, heving a unique feature of metephorical verses, of a
unigque harmony between its style and contents. A “Pleng Cha-Nong" possesses
communicative forces with profound expressions of emotions and sentiments and
ideology. It is therefore a typical song with charms and besuty of aesthetic
values. _

The aesthetic values of the ‘Pleng Cha-Nong" are made up of both
omotive values and ideological values. The emotive values are those experiences
that an audience or a reader can fesl greatly eppreciative of various feelings and
sentiments oxpressed by a composer, including love, humour, compassion and
joving-kindness, anger, sufferings, hatred, fescination and peacefulness. Likewise,
the ideclogical values are those experiences that an audience or reader can
anelyze from life velues and social values expressed by a composer, which include
such items as the following: Parents are precious values to an offspring; Mother
Nature is so great that Man must paey high respect and cbedience; karma is the
destiny of life; Doing good desds and avoiding evils is a life value; A meaningful
life must depend on virtue; Being educated and marriage for the sake of a family

stronghold is a life value; Art, traditions and culture ars valuable and vital to life.
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