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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to: 1) Study mutual and different characteristics of
the figures of speech used in the headlines of the newspapers' front pages, which present
political, economic, socio-cultural news. The researcher has focused on three types of Thai daily
newspapers, quality, popularity, and semi-quality and semi-popularity in year 1998; 2) Analyze
the effects of using the figures of speech for communication on the basis of headlines'
objectives.

The data of this research has been obtained from the headlines of Thai daily
newspapers, Thairath, Siamrath, and Matichon. The researcher has randomly selected ninety-
one headlines every three days from each newspaper, starting from January 1- December 31,
1998, and 563 types of the figures of speech from 466 headlines have been collected. The
results of the research shall be seen as follows.

1. Eleven types of the figures of speech which have been found in the newspaper
headlines are metaphor, metonymy, personification, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, allusion, sarcasm,
synesthesia, euphonism, irony, and simile. These are ranged from the most frequent usage to
the least one.

2. The usage of the figures of speech has been categorized as follows: 1) The figures of
speech have been used according to the content of news. It has been found that in socio-
cultural news, the figures of speech are used the most while in the political and economic
news headlines there are less usage; 2) The figures of speech have been used according to
types of newspapers. It has been found that in the three types of newspaper metaphor are used
the most since it offers more and colorful words ,and takes only the small space in the
newspapers whereas the least usage is simile.

3. After studying the language components, it is found that almost every kind of figure
of speech has three sorts of the language components as follows: 1) Words; 1.1) Single words

can categorized according to grammatical functions as verbs, nouns, adverbs, and
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exclamations. Verbs in metaphor are often seen; 1.2) Compound nouns can be categorized
according to grammatical function as verbs, nouns, adverbs, and exclamations. Compound
nouns which function as verbs are often seen; 2) Phrases that have been found are verb
phrases, noun phrases, and adverbial phrases. Verb phrases in metaphor are frequently seen;

3) Sentences can be categorized according communication objectives as affirmative sentences,
negative sentences. It has been found out that the affirmative sentences are seen more. The
mutual and different characteristics in using the figures of speech are that verb phrases in
metaphor, hyperbole, and onomatopoeia have been employed to express feelings by using the
strong language whereas words and noun phrases in metonymy and allusion have been
employed to mention persons by using polite and proper language. Moreover, new words have
usually been found in metaphor. As for the sentences, the affirmative sentences have been
used in every kind of the figure of speech while the negative sentences have been used only in
metaphor, hyperbole, sarcasm, and euphonism.

4. The outstanding features in the figures of speech's meanings found in the daily
newspaper headlines are as follows: 1) In comparing people's behaviors to organs, metaphor,
metonymy, hyperbole, personification and sarcasm have been often used; 2) In speaking of
inappropriate sexual behaviors, metaphor, metonymy, and allusion have been regularly
employed; 3) In talking about the physical abuse, metaphor and hyperbole have been employed;
4) In speaking of corruption and consuming behaviors have been seen in metaphor; 5) In
speaking of trouble and temperature, metaphor and personification have been frequently used;
6) The meanings concerning a person or groups of people have been usually used in
metonymy; 7) Comparing sizes and quality have been seen in metaphor, simile, and hyperbole;
8) The meanings concerning occupation, rank, or special status have been found in metonymy
and irony.

5. The effects of the figures of speech usage for communication are in accordance with
the four objectives of headlines usage and can be ranged according to quantity as follows:

1) Almost every figure of speech except simile has pointed out significant ideas; 2) Every figure
of speech except irony, and allusion has effects on emotions; 3) Metaphor, hyperbole,
personification, metonymy, irony, allusion, synesthesia and simile have effects on imagery;

4) Drawing attention has been caused by the use of allusion, onomatopoeia, personification,

hyperbole, metaphor, sarcasm, and irony.



6. The negative points of using the figures of speech for communication are as follows:
1) The high use of concise words and jargons have caused ambiguity; 2) At times, the use of
words to express feelings to important persons in the society is considered as inappropriate and
has shown no respect; 3) The overuse of vivid or colorful words is sometimes considered

inappropriate; 4) Aiming at drawing attention can lead to misconception of news, and trouble.
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