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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the Theraveda Buddhist philosophy in
Sunthorn Phu’s Phra Abhajmani in order to fully appreciate the value of this literary
masterpiece.

The research reveals that Sunthorn Phu is indoctrinated with Buddhist
thoughts via his education since childhood, and that the cultural ambiance of the
early Rattanakosin period also accentuates the importance of the study of Buddhist
doctrines,

Sunthorn Phu resorts t¢ a Theravada Buddhist worldview in his
characterization of his characters’ flaws and admirable traits and also in conveying

the themetic essence of Phra Abhaimani. It can be claimed that Sunthorn Phu’s

worldview as recurring in Phra Abhaimani embodies the essence of truth
(methaphysics), wisdom {epistemology) and code of conduct (ethics).

The Ultimate Rleality {Paramattha) can be deduced from the behavior of
the protagonist, Phra Abhaimani, which sheds light on t.he concepts of Transience,
Sufferings, Karma and the Noble Path (Magga). The Ultimate Reality can also be
seen through Nang Phisua Samut’s behavior which, like other characters’ behavior,
mirrors the ideas of Non-self as well as the Conditional Arising and Cessation of All

Phenomena or “Paticcasamuppada.”
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Wisdom can be seen through the behavior and preaching of various
characters such as Thaw Thotsawong, Si Suwan, Bat Luang, Yogt, Sut Sakhorn,
Chi Pluay and Nang Wali.

With respect to code of conduct, Sunthorn Phu vividly depicts Phra
Abhaimani as having faithfulness and honesty towards friends as well as kindness
and mercy, the main qualities most recurrent in the characterization.

Enriched with these philosophical messages, Phra Abhaimani is a valuable
literary work since it reveals the nobility of the characters amidst trials and

tribulations. These messages are timeless moral standards.
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