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ABSTRACT

This study focused on the early and later short stories

written by Nikhom Rayyawa, that is, from 1967 to 1973, and
from 1982 to 1999. The purpose was to investigate the
conceptual development, literary techniques, intellectual and
literary values in his works.

The main concern in Nikhom’s stories was human
problems which were brought about by two major factors :

social factors and human flaws. According to Nikhom, the

inability to deal or to come to terms with one’s own limitation

was the basis of all the difficulties facing him or her. Nikhom
pointed out that despite the environmental restriction, a person

could manage both the internal and external conflicts through

the improvement of his learning potential. A crucial knowledge

that enabled one to do so was the acknowledgment of a



significant mutual relationship between man and nature, and
also among themselves. Without their sensitivity and wisdom,
men would fail to maintain such virtue. In his later works,

Nikhom revealed not only human grief but also the complexity

and severity of the problems facing them, which unfortunately,
were regarded as common by the society. Negligence on such
problems, particularly the absorption in illusion, resulted in
humiliation of one’s virtue.

In his depiction of human problems, Nikhom made
use of symbols, narrator and point of view to arouse readers
attention to his works. Such techniques challenged the readers to

seek for philosophical meanings and ideas regarding human

weakness.
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