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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (o study the messages in the Ministry of
Public Health's poster headlines in toerms of content, treatment which includes presenlation
formais and appeal technigues, and codes which includes dfction and imagery.

The materials under this study were ninety-two headlines of the posters disseminated In
2001, which was the Year of Health System Reform aiming at emphasizing good health
promotion rather than traditional freatments.

The findings were as follows:

1. Most Ministry of Public Health's poster headiings could clearly convey tha
important messages of the posters. However, some headlines were only schedules or
announcements of issucs or topics, making the message conveying unclear.

To LiﬂdSi'Stal'ld the posler headlines béiier‘ the message reccivers had o read other
content or examine the pictures in the posters as well.

2. Mosl content in the poster head‘lines were in accordance with the Ministry of
Public Heaitn's missions in preventing ilingsses or health threats and in prometing good
health. The content could be classified into 7 calegories as shown in this descending
order: 1) the conlent about narcoiics, which cautioned and incited the pubiic to recognize
the danger and damages of narcotics on personal healih, family, society, and the country,
2) the content about epidemic diseases, which recommended ways in controlling them
and preventing onesell and other people in proximity from contracting them, 3) the content
about mental heallh, which recommendcd ways in self-care for good physical and mental
heaith, 4} the content about food and drugs, which recommended ways in choasing fuod

to te appropriate for one's ayge and mathods in using medicinegs and health products of



good gualily and safety, 5) the conient aboul reproductive hygiene, which recommended
health promation during the reproductive age in order to have g good quality of lifg, 6) the
content about health systemn reform, which pointed out the significance of health care that
emphasizes health promation rather than reatments, and 7 _the content about accidentls,
which suggesled methods in greventing accidents and using equipment to reduce the
severity of injuries.

Concerning the message trealment, therc were two aspects: the choice of
presentation formats and the appeal techniques. As for the presentation, there were 6
formats in this descending order: suggesting, defining issues or pinpointing targst groups,
using slogans, interrogating, commanding, and requesting. As for the appeal techniques,
which were essential in making the poster headlings intoresting and persuasive, emoliona!
appeal was used the most. The emotions which were appealed to were a desire for
rewards, love and.fear. When the appeal involved raticnai , the headlines presented
logical information and facts that were direclly relevant to the descriptions, advantages,
and dangers of what the message presented. They were often academic data or reliable
facts for the message receivers 10 use reasons in contsmplating good health.

The content code consisied of using short, concise, and powerful statements
which are impressive and easy for the message receivers to memorize. The selected
words had firm and rhyming sounds with clear meanings lo be comprehended instantly.
There were 4 types of them: rhyming words, compound words of the samg meaning,
repeated words, and meaningful words, Tho imagery devices were rhelorical questions,

simites, metonymies, and mataphors.
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