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Abstract

The research aims to examine one of the prominent characteristics of a
phitosophy : “Ecological Philosophy™ in Buddhism through a holistic paradigm. it attempts
to explain the ecological philosophy in Buddhism in terms of the theories in naturalism,
humanism and environmental ethics. That is, it recognizes the significance of nature, the
worthiness of life and their mutual rslationships within the ecological system. This study
hypothesizes that “Based on Buddhist philosophy the relationships between man and
nature are believed 1o be of an action-reaction one and based on the Principle of
‘|dappaccayata’ {Dependent Origination); that is, man acts on nature and nature reacts
on man in return. Therefors, man is supposed to hold a positive feeling and a friendly
attitude towards nature.”

The investigator has attempted to make use of the principles of metaphysics
and ethics in Buddhism to explain the concept of ecological philosophy through the
philosophical theories of naturalism, humanism and environmentai ethics.

Regarding naturalism, all things are natural, valuable and mutually reiated. In
many ways Buddhist philosophy encompasses naturalism, which may be explained in
terms of Metaphysics, Paticcasamuppada {the Chain of Phenomenal Cause and Effect)
and Tilakkhana (the Three Signs of Being). That is, according to Buddhist philosophy, all

things living and non-living alike are natural and under the natural law.
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They are all alike in existence and as the result of evoluational processes, which in turn
bring about in the universe the creation of all things in accordance with the Law of
Causation, and the Principles of the Three Signs of Being, narmely, Aniccang
{Impermanence), Dukkhang {State of Confiict) and Anatta {Soullessness).

As for human beings, Buddhist Philosophy advocates humanism. That is, it
believes that although man is a naturai thing just like all other objects, he is an intelligent
being. Man can develop his own potential to achieve the Perfect-One or the Buddha. A
well-daveloped man is able to develcp his own being, to hold a good relationship and to
extend support to each other. So man is the important factor of the natural world which
can be explained by the Doctrine of Karma.

In applying the theories of naturalism and humanism from the standpoint of
Buddhit Philosophy it is 1o make a point that Buddhit Philosophy embodies naturalism
recognizing the significance of man. And both perspectives are non-conflict. Furthermore,
knowing the natural law will help make man understand the nature of himself and improve
his own being.

By making use of environmentsa! ethics based on the worldiews of the
westerners as well as the easterners the Buddhit Philosophy from the standpoint of
ecological philosophy can he clearly and more fully accounted for the relationship between
man and nature in the action-reation term accoding to the principles of the
Idappaccayata thereby suggesting that man acts on nature and nature reacts on man in
return. |

As a result of the research, it is found that the concept of Buddhist philosopy
implies man’s attitudes to nature as follows.

1. Buddhist philosopy regards nature as being under the natural law in favour
of holistic paradigm encouraging man to follow the truth of natural law and Jead his life in
harmony with the nature for the well-being of the natural world.
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2. Buddhist philosopy regards al! things in the natural universe as being undsr
the natural law, proposing that man and all other things are fellows under the natura! law
and should have & good relationship with each other.
| 3. Buddhist philosopy regards nature as a valuable environment, which
supports the the development of man’s potential according to the ethical principles of

Majjhima Patipada (the Middle Path) so as to get rid of ali sufferings,
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