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ABSTRACT

This research is designed to comparatively investigate the information literacy of first-
year students at Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus through the analysis of these
variables: faculty, school, province, GPA, and experience from three courses on library use.
The sample comprised 342 first-year students of the 2005 academic year, selected by
stratified random sampling. The data came from the information literacy (IL) test developed
based on the five IL Standards of the United States Association of College and Research
Libraries :1) classification and boundaries, 2) accessibility, 3) evaluation, 4) use and 5) law.
The data were analyzed by using percentage, means and standard deviation, t-test, F-test
and Scheffé method. Below are the findings.

1. The sampled students categorized by their faculty were 12.9% from Faculty of
Science and Technology 31.3% from Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, 31.9%
from Faculty of Education 10.8% from Faculty of Communication Sciences, 1.5% from
Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts and 11.7% from College of Islamic Studies. The subjects’
IL was ranked at the moderate level on all the 5 standards, high on standards 1 and 5 and
moderate on standards 2, 3 and 4.

2. The results of the comparative analysis of the variables are as follows.

2.1 The students from different faculties did not differ on their IL of all the five
standards together, but significantly differed on standard 2. In the dual comparative analysis,
the Education students’ IL differed from that of Humanities and Social Sciences students.
Other pairs showed no difference.

2.2 There were three types of schools from which the subjects graduated: schools

under the former Department of General Education (GES), Islamic private schools (IPS) and
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the other types of schools (OS). It was found that students from different kinds of schools
differed in their overall IL at the 0.01 level.

Focusing on each standard, it was found that the IL on standards 1, 2, 4 and 5
differed at the 0.01 level. The dual comparative analysis revealed that the IPS students
differed from the OS students on standards 1 and 4 at the 0.05 level, and from the GES
students on standard 5 at the 0.05 level. As for IL on standard 3, the students’ IL differed at
the 0.001 level. The dual comparative analysis indicated that the IPS students’ IL differed
from that of the GES students at the 0.05 level, and from that of the OS students at the 0.01
level.

2.3 As a whole, although there was no difference in the IL of the subjects from
different provinces, the subjects differed on standard 1 at the 0.05 level. In the dual
comparative analysis, the IL of those from the three southernmost provinces differed from
that of the others at the same level. There was no difference on the other standards.

2.4 The IL of the students with different GPA levels (under 2.00, 2.00-2.99 and
above 3.00) significantly differed at the 0.05 level on all the standards together, at the 0.05
level on standard 1 and 3 and at the 0.01 level on standards 4 and 5. In the dual comparative
analysis, the IL of those with GPA above 3.00 significantly differed from that of those with
GPA 0f 2.00-2.99 at the 0.05 level on standards 1 and 3, and at the 0.01 level on standards
4 and 5.

2.5 Students with or without previous courses on library use did not differ in their
IL, whether comparing on each standard or on all standards together.

3. The research findings, suggested that administrators, librarians, as well as
teachers in the field of library and information science at all levels in the three southernmost
provinces should collaborate in planning, and improving the teaching of this science while
providing sufficient specialized human resources, and necessary equipment as well as
developing a curriculum in which IL is integrated into other subjects. Besides, university
libraries should be well-equipped for information search so that students can efficiently

develop their IL.
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