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Abstract

The present research studies the needs for and uses of data and
information, problems in using the information, and administrators'
support for the development of information system management. The
existing information management, and the administrators' and
informationists' points of view on its improvement are also included
in the study. It ulrimately aiams to davelop the information system
of eleven agricultural colleges in southern Thailand, which are under
the Department of Vocational Educaticn, Ministry of Education.

Populations and samplings under study comprise 147
administrators and informationists of the eleven agricultural celleges
in southern Thailand.

The research was conducted through the collection, arrangement,
and analysis of data from various sources, such as documents, publicatiouns,
and specially designed questionnaires. The data kept in the format of
these colleges and actual uses of the dara were listed and compared;

whereas the analysis of the data obtained from the distributed
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questionnaires was carefully carried out by percentage, mean, t-test,
ANOVA and multiple regression analysis.

It has been found that the administrators of these agricultural
colleges have greater needs for all types of data and information.
That is, the data and {nformation on budgetary matters is top om
their priority list. Nexi comes the data and information on curricula
and learning programmes, and buildings, respectively. Haowever, the
data and information on personnel is least needed. The management
of data and information of these institutes, on the contrary, is not
in compliance with the users' needs; the informationists stress
too much on the collection nf data and informaticn on students and
personnel matters, whereas the least attention is given to data and
information on labour market.

The main problem encountered by all administrators here 1s that
the data and information available at their institutes is unclassified,
unanalysed, insufficient, and rather outdated. Thus, they are compelled
to loock for such information from other available sources, instead.

Ancother serious problem peinted out Ey the informationists
is related to a lack of modern taols for improving informationm system
management and a lack of qualified, well-trained manpower, which
inevitably render the information system of these colleges ineffective
and inconvenient. In other words, the information system management and
services provided by the southern agricultural colleges are not

compatible with or do not adequately respond to users' needs.
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As a first step to solve the problems, both the administrators and
informationists have agreed that steps for the development of an
information system at thelr colleges should be clearly stated and
fully implemented in the policy, planning, and total operations of
the colleges.

This study proposes recomnendations beneficial to imp;oving
the informatfion system of these colleges by taking inko account the
following aspects ! information storage system, data processing system,
and dissemination system for data and information. It finally concludes
that computers should be introduced in all of these aspects of information
system to achieve more efficlent, irmediate and up-to-date services in

respoase to increasing needs of the administrators.



