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Abstract

This study aimed to document the expectations of school teachers and administrators of deaf
school libraries in regards to library environment, ability of library personnel to communicate with
deaf pupils, information resources, library services and public relations. The scope of this study
involved: 1) Opinions of school teachers and administrators regarding the current state of deaf schools
libraries 2) Expectations of school teachers and administrators regarding deaf schools libraries. 3)
Comparison of school teachers expectations based on four variables: gender, educational background,
area of teaching and ability to hear. 4) Comparison between administrators’ expectations based on
three variables: gender, educational background and rank of responsibility. 5) Comparison between
the expectations of school teachers and administrators.

The study sample consisted of 218 school teachers selected via stratified sampling and
40 administrators collected by 66 questionnaire. Data was collected by means of questionnaire and
analyzed via frequency, percentage, standard deviation, t-test and F-tests. Statistical analysis indicated
that:

1. The majority of respondents had moderate and low opinions regarding the current state of
deaf school libraries. Both school teachers and administrators had very low opinions regarding library
services i.e. libraries are currently closed on weekends.

2. The overall level of expectation for all respondents was high. School teachers had very
high expectations regarding the ability of library personnel to communicate with deaf pupils i.e.
librarians should hold a Bachelor’s degree. Administrators had very high expectations regarding
library environment i.e. libraries should be clean.

3. There was no significant difference in school teachers’ expectations by gender,

educational background, area of teaching or level of hearing condition.
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4. There was no significant difference in administrators’ overall expectations by educational
background or area of teaching. There was a significant difference by gender, however, with male
administrators displaying higher overall expectations regarding library services and public relations.

5. There was no statistically significant difference between the overall expectations of school
teachers and those of administrators.

Furthermore, school teachers and administrators suggested that libraries in deaf schools
should be spacious and provide a pleasant reading environment. There should be appropriate
information resources and learning materials made available to deaf pupils, including picture books

and story books.
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