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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) appraise desirable characteristics of master graduates of
the Faculty of Education, Prince of Songkla University, by superior opinion; 2) compare such
appraisals by categories; 3) collect suggestions concerning those characteristics. The samples of
this research were 127 superiors in the 3 provinces, namely Narathiwas, Yala, and Pattani, whose
subordinates were those who graduated with Master in Education from the Faculty of Education
at Prince of Songkla University?between the academic years of 1998- 2002. The research
instruments were a questionnaire and interviews. Statistics, frequency, percentage, means,
standard deviation, and F-test were used in data analysis.

The findings were as follows:

1. the results of the appraisals of the master graduates by superiors concerning
basic characteristics, academic/professional characteristics, social characteristics, and emotional
characteristics were as follows:

1.1 from the interviews, most superiors of the master graduates thought that
their characteristics in all four categories were at high level, except for the academic/professional
characteristics concerning the development of new body of knowledge for excellency which was
at moderate level

1.2 from the questionnaire, most superiors thought that overall their
characteristics in four categories were at high level. When considered by categories, every
category was also at high level. The average score of the social characteristics was at the highest
and those of the emotional characteristics, acadermic/professional characteristics, and basic

characteristics followed respectively in descending order.



2. The results of the comparison of the appraisals of the desirable characteristics in
each category were as follows: 1) the superiors’ opinions about the master graduates’ emotional
characteristics were higher than those about their basic characteristics at the significant level of
-01 2) the superiors’ opinions about the master graduates’ social characteristics were higher than
those about their basic characteristics at the significant level of .01 3) the superiors’ opinions
about the master graduates’ social characteristics were higher than those about their
academic/professional characteristics at the significant level of .01 4) the superiors’ opinions
about the master graduates’ basic characteristics did not differ from those about their
academic/professional characteristics 5) the superiors’ opinions about the master graduates’
academic/professional characteristics did not differ from those about their emotional
characteristics 6) the superiors” opinions about the master graduates’ social characteristics
did not differ from those about their emotional characteristics.

3. The result of the collecting of suggestions by the superiors about desirable
characteristics of the master graduates showed that the most frequent suggestion was for the

encouragement and development of their English skills for communication.



