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ABSTRACT

This survey research had 2 objectives: to group schools in clusters and characterize them
based on 14 standards of 3 categories of the Educational Standards for External Quality
Assessment at the basic education level and to study the relationships between these standards.
The subjects of this research were 278 schools in Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat, which offered
kindergarten up to primary education levels and were already assessed (for the first round) by the
Office for National Education Standards and Quality Assessment (Public Organization) during
2001 —2005. They were chosen through multi-stage random sampling. This research used
secondary data from the data base of Office for National Education Standards and Quality
Assessment. Cluster Analysis through the K-means technique and correlation coefficient were
used for data analysis.

It was found that the schools could be grouped into 3 clusters. The first cluster which
comprised 139 schools(or 50%) was named “the school cluster of standard quality” because all
its standards were higher than those of the other two clusters. The second cluster which comprised
100 schools(or 36%) was named “the school cluster of inferior quality concerning administrators
and teachers”. The third cluster which comprised 39 schools(or 14%) was named “the school
cluster of more inferior quality concerning learners” and teacher but it’s standards about the
learners were lower than those of the other two clusters. The relationships among The standards
were significance at .01 level, with the highest relationship was between the overall of teacher
standards and administrator standards (r = .528) and The Lowest relationship was between The

learners standards and administrator standards (r = .446).
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