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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) analyze a hypothetical model of causal factors influencing
academic achievement of undergraduate students at Prince of Songkla University Pattani Campus
and 2) to develop an appropriate model for such students Prince of Songkla University Pattani
Campus. The samples consisted of 520 first-year undergraduates at Prince of Songkla University
Pattani Campus derived through multi-stage random sampling. The independent variables used in
this research were 11 observable variants, high school grade point average, family income, expenses
per month, order of admission, types of entrance examinations, time spent for additional tutoring,
types of high schools, study habit, achievement motivation, attitude toward studying, and
adjustment. The research instruments consisted of 1 questionnaire and 4 measurement tests for
attitudes towards studying, achievement motivations, study habits, and adjustment. Statistica 6.0
was used in data analysis for basic statistics and LISREL 8.30 was used for Path Analysis in
analysis of the causal factor model.

It was found that 1) the hypothetical model of causal factors influencing academic
achievement of undergraduate students at Prince of Songkla University Pattani Campus did not
agree with the empirical data and 2) the modified, developed model of causal factors influencing
academic achievement of undergraduate students at Prince of Songkla University Pattani Campus
agreed with the empirical data, demonstrating the following statistics : X2= 23.66, p=.85,
GFI=.99, AGFI = .98, RMR =.024, RMSEA = .000 and .38 for Multiple Correlation of
Determination. All the variables could explain 38 % of the students’ academic achievement.

The variables which significantly influenced their achievement both directly and indirectly were
their high school grade point average, time spent for additional tutoring, types of high schools,

attitude toward studying, family income, and expenses per month, showing total effects at
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40 .32 .20 .20 .18 and .15 respectively. The variables which only influenced directly their
academic achievement were achievement motivations, order of admission, and types of entrance
examinations, showing total effects at .14 .09 and .08 respectively. The variable which only
influenced indirectly academic achievement were study habits and adjustment, showing a total

effect at .07 and .04 respectively.
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