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Academic Year 1994

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to investigate
the effects of learning center and teacher’s guideline
instructional methods on English achievement of students
with different levels of English ability and the
interaction of the two variables inveolved., The subJeclts
were 64 Prathomsuksa VI students in the first semester of
the 1994 academic year, from two schools under the Office
of Trang Provincial Primary Education. The subjects
comprising 22 high and 32 low levels of English ability,
were randomly assigned into four treatment groups:

2 experimental groups and 2 control groups, with equal
numbers of students with low and high English abhilities,
16 students in ecach. The instruments comprised four sets
of learning center packages and the teacher’s guideline
lesson plans, both of which were taken from Lesson 4 in
English Is Fun Book III of Prathomsuksa ¥I and a 40-iten

English achievement test, with a reliability of .90.
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The subjects in the experimental groups were treated with
the learning center instructional method, while those in
the control group were treated with the teacher’s guideline
instructional method; each group of the subjects was
treated in four 60-minute sessions on four consecutive
days. On the fifth day, the 40-item English achievement
test was administered to all subdjects. Data were analyzed
using the ANOVA 2 x 2 completely randomized factorial
fixed effect model (instructional method x level of
English ability).

The research findings were as follows:

i. The students treated with the learning
center instructional method and the teacher’s guideline
instructional method showed no significant difference in
the English achievement.

2. There was no interaction between the
instructional methods and the levels of English ability.

The findings also implied that these two
instructional methods of the learning center and the
teacher’s guideline could be efficiently employed for the
English instruction since they could equally well enhance
the learners® English achievement as well as help motivate
the learners. However, even though both instruetional
methods could be applied in teaching to students with high
and low English abilities, such methods did not help make
a difference in the students’ English abilities from the

original levels.
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