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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to investigate influences
of degrees of meaningfulness (hign and low) and the number of syllables
on reading new words (one, twe, three and mixed-number) and to determine
interaction between these two variables. The subjects were 280 pupils
in Protem II of the academic year 1989 from primary schools in Muang
District, Pattani, separated into two groups, each group consisted of
140 pupils., The first group learned high-degree meaningful words and
the other group learned low-degree meaningful words. The experiment
was done individually ; each subject went through only one treatment
by learning only one of the eight lists of different sets of words
displayed on slides : four sets on each degree of meaningfulness. The
method of presentation involved the use of the study-test method. The
subject's score came from number of trials attempted from the first
trial until it met the criteria. The ANOVA for 2 x 4 completely
randomized factorial design (degrees of meaningfulness x number of

syllables) was applied to analyze the data.



ii

The research results were as follows

1. The subjects who read new words with high-degree of
meaningfulness used fewer trials of learning than those who read new
words with low-degree of meaningfulness.

2. The subjects who read new words with one-syllable and
three-syllable words used fewer trials than those who read mixed-
number svllable words but the number ©of trials used to read new words
among other pairs were not different. ‘

3. There was no interaction between the degrees of

meaningfulness and the number of syllables.



