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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this researéh was to investigate effects of word
frequency and different context-sentence types on learning to read new
words by lecal Malay-speaking students with different levels of language
readiness, and interaction between three variables : language readiness,
word frequency and contextmgentence types. The subjects were 3284 local
Malay-speaking Prathom Cne pupils of the academic year 1988 in Yala Province.
There were 132 subjects with high language readiness and 192 with low
language readiness. The stimulus materials were six pictursd booklets
of three different word frequency sets {(i.e., three-word frequency, six-
word frequency and nine-word frequency) with two context-sentence types
{(i.e., congruous and incengruous context-sentence} and six word cards for
testing. In the experiment, cach subject was tested individually in reading
eight seperate words from which he/she had previously learnad in those
pictured bookiets. The scores (the number of trials) to be recorded were
the first full correct response {(of all eight) immediately preceding the

three consecutive correct responses. The ANOVA for 2x3x2 completely



il

randomized factorial design (language readiness x word frequency x context-

sentence types) was applied in the data analysis.

The research results were as follows

1. The subjects having learned six-word frequency made fewer
trials than those having learned three-word frequency. However, there
was no statistically significant difference of trials between the subjects
having learned six-and three-word frequencies and those having learned
nine-word frequency.

2. The subjects with congruous context-sentence type made fewer
trials than those with incongruous context-sentence type.

3. The subjects with high language readiness made fewer trials
than those with low language readiness.

4, There was an interaction effect between language readiness
and word frequency; that is, the subjects with low langquage readiness and
having learned six-word frecuency made fewer trials than those having
learned three—word.frequency.

5. Thers was no interaction effect between language readiness
and context-sentence types.

6. There was no interaction effent between word frequency and
context*senteﬁce types.

7. There was no interaction effect among language readiness,

word frequency and context-sentence types.



