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Abstract

This research was conducted to examine effects of graphic organizers on content learning

and retention of Social Studies in Mattayomsuksa Two students with different academic achievement

as well as interaction between teaching method and level of academic achievement. The two teaching

mcthods included the spider map teaching and the regulzar leaching, the two levels of academic
achicvement were high and low. The samples were 160 Matiayomsuksa Two students in the first
semester of 2004 academic vear from Phatthalung School, Changwat Phatthalung. They were
randomly classificd into 4 groups ot 40 students each. The research instruments consisted of

1) Activity plan for readiness preparation in creating spider map 2) Teaching plan for spider map
teaching 3) Regular teaching plan 4) Tcacher's manual 5) Student’s manual 6) 40-item Social
Studies achievement test with reliability cocfficient of .6036. Before the experiment, 3 feaching
plans were given to the group treated with spider map to prepare readiness in creating the map and
taught with 5 spider map teaching plans aflerwards. On the contrary, the 5 teaching plans werc
assigned to the group of simple teaching. After the cxperiment, all sample groups received the

evaluation test on content learning and retention of Social Studies.
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The findings were as follows:

1. The students treated with the spider map teaching had higher acadecmic achievement in
content learning of Social Studies than those with regular teaching at level of significance .01.

2. No difference in the retention of Social Studies learning was found from the two groups.

3. The students with high academic achievement had higher conlent lcarning than those with
low academic achievement at .01 level of signiticance.

4. The students with high academic achievement had higher retention of Social Studies than
those with low academic achievement at .01 lcvel of significance.

5, There was no interaction effects between teaching methods and level of academic
achievement on social Studies learning,

6. There was no interaction effects between teaching methods and level of academic

achieveiment on retention in Social Studies learning.
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