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Thesis Title Influence of Imagery Strategies on
Reading Comprehension of Students
with Different Memory Spans

Author Miss Chuleekorn Thongduang

Major Program Educational Psychology

‘Academic Year 1994

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to
investigate the influence of imagery strategies
on reading comprehension of students with different
memory spans. The research was also intended to study
interaction between two variables: imagery strategies
and memory spans. Imagery strategies comprised three
types: instruction to induce mental imagery, 1nducéd
visual imagery and attention to text illustration, and
no-imagery. Memory spans were of two types: high and
low. The subjects were 90 Prathomsuksé V students from
three schools under the Office of Rassada Branch-District
Primary Education, Changwat Trang. Of the 90 students,
45 were of high memory spans and 45 of low memory spans.
In each memory span group, the subjects were randomly
assigned to three treatment groups, 15 students in each.

The instruments for the research were composed of nine
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sefieé of alphabetical letters, two drills of imagery
sﬁrategies, two reading passages and two reading
comprehension tests. In the experiment, the subjects
in two trgatment groups (ie, instruction to induce
mental imagery, and induced visual imagery and
attention to text illustration) recieved a_45—minute
training session of imagery strategies. After the
-training session, each group of the subjects was
givenltwo passages to read. The subjects in the
treatment groups (le, instruction to induce mental
imagery, and induced visual imagery and attention

to text illustration) were instructed to utilize the
imagery strategies, whereas those in the no-imagery
group recieved no assistance from the researcher.
After the completion of feading each passage, the
subjects in all groups took the reading comprehension
test. Data were analyzed using ANOVA for generalized

randomized block design (GRB-3) mixed model.

The results of the research were as follows

i. There was no difference in reading compre-
hension among the students treated with instruction to
induce mental imagery, induced visual imagery and
attention to text illustration, and nc imagery.

2. The students with high memory spans had

higher reading comprehension than those with low

memory spans.
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3. There was no interaction between imagery

strategies and memory spans.
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