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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to examine directions of economic development
cooperation between Thailand and Republic of Korea and human resource demands in business
sectors in the next decade (2008-2017), and to propose corresponding quicelines for higher
educational administration in Thailand.

The research was divided into two stages. The first stage was the analysis of economic
development in international trade cooperation and human resource demands in business sectors
between Thailand and Republic of Korea in the next decade (2008-2017). The second stage was
the development of educational management guidelines in accordance with prospective directions
of economic development. This qualitative research employed document analysis and in-depth
interviews. The research tool was a semi-structure interview protocol. There were 30 participants
in this stuay, including 10 economic experts, 10 businessmen, and 10 educators, from Thailand
and Korea. The research results were as follows:

1. Thai economic system has constantly changed and developed. In agricultural sectors,
for example, the industrial crops were largely promoted. Meanwhile, the manufacturing sectors
highly emphasized effective productions using high technology, namely, the manufacture of
appliances and electronics, semiconductor or memory chip, computer, automobile and automobile
parts; the use of alternative energy; the manufacture of precision machine; technological
development for environmental conservation; and the technology-based production of value
added products.  Furthermore, in the service industry, healthcare business, international
conference, education, cultural affairs, and logistics were given much emphasis,

2. In Republic of Korea, manufacturing industry has progressively developed,
particularly electrical appliances and electronics, constructions, automobile and automobile parts,
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machines and shipbuilding equipment, alternative energy, tourism services, cultural affairs,
finance, health, information technology and logistics. Biotechnology also came into play in the
medical industry.

3. In terms of human resource demands, due to the development in business sectors,
agriculture, manufacturing, construction, transportation, property, including service business such
as tourism, education and healthcare business in Thailand, the workforce in manufacturing
industry seemed to increase in the future. Likewise, there seemed to be a growing demand for
foreign workforces in Korea in the future as a result of the workforce scarcity in Korean husiness
sectors stemming from the decreasing birth rate. In other words, there was a relationship of the
workforce in manufacturing industry between Thailand and Republic of Korea in the next decade
(2008-2017).

4, Based on the tendency of trade expansion and investment between Thailand and
Republic of Korea, different courses of Korean studies were developed and implemented in
higher education in order to prepare qualified and competent people who are able to build up
collaboration between Thailand and Republic of Korea. These courses included:

4.1) 21 courses of general knowledge about Korea, provided in the areas of Korean
|anguage, humanities, social sciences, economics, and science;

4.2) 21 special courses of Korean studies, provided in the areas of agriculture, fishery,
humanities, and economics; and

4.3) 25 courses about Korean manufacturing industry, provided in the areas of
agriculture, fishery, manufacturing sector and service industry.





