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ADbstract

This research is intended (1) to investigate the level of performance in local
curricutum development on life-experience area of elementary school teachers in Changwat
Nakhon Si Thammarat, in 5 areas: knowledge on the core curriculum and local curriculum
development, fundamental knowledge of problems and local needs, options made for local
curricelum development on life-experience area, organization of instructional activities to suit
the local needs, and evaluation and improvement of the local. curriculum implementation, (2)
to compare such performance in local curriculum development with respect to the reasons for
engaging in teaching life-experience area, experience in teaching the sﬁbject, and school size,
and (3) to gather information about problems and suggestions pettaining to local curriculum
development on life-expericnce area.

The population of this research consist of 793 Prathomsuksa Six teachers who taught
life-expertence area in the 1996 academic year in Changwat Nakhon Si Thammarat and
randomized to 266 samples by propotional stratified random sampling. In collecting
the data, a five-rating scale is used. The reliability on the section ‘kn_owle(lge on the core
curriculum and tocal curriculum development is 0.9508, that on ‘fundamental knowledge of
problems and local needs is 0.9407, that on ‘optipns made f(;l‘ local curriculum development
‘on life-experience area ~ is 0.9345, that on ‘organization of instructional activities to suit the
local needs’ is 0.9221, and that on ‘evaluation and improvement of the local curriculum
implementation” is 0.9645. The reliability of the whole rating scale is 0.9784. In analyzing

the data, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test are used.



The findings are as follows:

1. Overall, the sn.xbjf:ic'ts1 performance in local curriculum development on
life-experience area is at a moderate level. When each area is considered, it js found that
their performance in the areas of ‘knowlsdge on the core curriculum and local curriculum
development, and ‘orgnnizmion of inslruclional.activilies to suit the local needs’ is at a high
level while their performance in the other three areas is at a moderate level,

2. The subjeclﬁ’ performance in the al‘eas‘; of "options made for local curriculum
development on life-experience area = and ‘evaluation and improvement of the local
curriculum implementation” varies in accordance with the variable ‘reasons for engaging in
teaching iife-experience area. That is, the teachers who are interested in teaching
tife-experience area and volunteer to do so, have'a higher level of performance than those
who are assigned to do the job by school administrators. The significant differences are at the
levels of 0.05 and 0.01, respectively. Their overall performance, as well as that in the other
areas, is not significantly different with respect to the above variable.

3. The subjects’ level of performance in curriculum development differs with respect
to their experiences in teaching life-experience area. Thét is, those with more than ten ye:urs’
teaching experiences have a higher level of p-erfomllance than those with less than five years
teaching experiences. The significant difference is at the level of 0.05. The performance
¢! of the teachers with differences in teaching experiences is significantly different only in
the area of ‘fundamental knowledge on problems and local needs.” The significant difference
is at the level of 0.05. However, when pair-wise differences are considered, no statistical
significant differences are found.

4. In the area of ‘fundamental knowledge on problems and local needs, the subjects,
level of performance also varies in accordance with school size. Teachers in medium-size
schools have a higher level of performance than those in big schools. The significant
difference is at the level of 0.05. The overall performance, as well as their performance in

the other areas, is not signiticantly ditferent with respect to school size.



[

5. The subjects problems pertaining to local curriculum development on
life-experience area . include lack of academic materials and resources, lack of cncéuragcment
to have knowledgeable resource persons to educate the teachers, lack of fundamental
knowledge on local curriculum development, lack of budget, lack of full-time devotion to the
job ;iue to teachers full teaching loads and other obligations, and tack of good consultants.

6. Prioritized by their frequencies, the first five suggestions by the respondents are
(1) that the workshop on loéal curriculum devélopment be arranged for the teachers, €2) that
the schools be supplied with academic materials 0;1 curriculum develqpment, (3) that the local
" mode] curriculum be prepared for the Amphoe and Changwat, (4} that responsible educational
administration units with authority over schools-, provide full encouragement and support, and

(5) that all information on local wisdom be gathered by the schools within their service areas.



