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Abstract

This study is intended (1) to weasure the people’s level
of participation in the activities of village reading centers.
The participation is considered in 4 aspects; initiation of
ideas, decision-naking, project performance, and follow-up and
evaluation. (2) to compare the significant differences of these
4 aspects of participation in terms of sex, age group, incoue,
educational attainment, length of residence, acquaintance with
Non-formal Education Center officials, memberships of development
or dynamic groups, and level of general knowledge of the village
reading centers, and (3) to gather problems, issues and suggestions
pertaining to the enhancement of the people’s participation in the
activities of the village reading centers. The research instrument
is a questionnaire‘consisting of 4 parts. Part T is a checklist
on the respondent’s background information. Part IT is Lhe
measurenent test on the respondent’s general knowledge of the
activities of the reading centers. Part III is a set of Likert-
scale questions of measure the respondent’s level of participation
in the activities of the village reading centers, and Part IV is a

questionnaire aimed at eliciting the respondent’s opinions on the
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activities of the reading centers. The sampling population
comprises 396 household heads or representatives residing in
the villages in Satun, where the reading centers are situated.
In analyzing the data, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard
deviation, t-test, F-Lest, and Scheffe’s method for post-hoc
nultiple cemparison arc used.

The research findings are as follows:

1. In all & aspects, the level of participation in
the activities of the village reading centers is moderate.
The arithmetic mean for each aspect of participation is given,
in descending order, as follows: X=3.16 for initiation of
ideas, X=3.06 for project engagement, ¥=2.95 for decision-
maling, and X=2.70 for follow-up and evaluation.

2. With respect to the level of participation and
variables affecting the parbticipatien, it is found that:

2.1 males” participation in decision-making is
ranlted higher than that of their female counterparts. The
significant difference is al 0.05.

2.2 the participation in decision-making by tLhe
respondents aged 31-45 is ranked higher than that of the
respondents aged 15-30. The significant difference is at
0.05. No significant differences are found in other age
groups, nor in other aspects of participation.

2.3 the participation in all 4 aspects by the
members or ex-members of development groups is ranked higher
than that of non-members of development groups. The significant
difference iz at 0.01.

2.4 the participation in the initiation of ideas

and in project performance by the respondents with a high
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level of general knowledge of the village reading centers is
ranked higher than that of those with a low or moderate level
of general knowledge of the village reading centers. The
significant difference is a%t 0.05. 1In other aspects of
participation, there are no significant differences.

2.5 the respondents’ differences in educational
attainment, income, length of residence, and level of
acquaintance with Non-formal Education Center officials
constitute no significant differences toward their
participation in the activities of the village reading
cenbers.

3. With respect to the factors affecting the
participation in the activities of the village reading
centers, 8.58% of the respondents claim that the factor
is occupation while 12.82% and 5.30% of tLhe respondeats
claim that community leadership and community recognition
are the relevant factors, respectively. Besides, the
people’s inability to afford the time, constituting 18.68%,
and the officials’ lack of public relations, constibuting
7.32%, are claimed to lower the level of the people’s
participation in thé activities of the village reading
centers. However, 511 the above percentage is solow that
it can be considered as non-significant to the participation
in the activities of.the village reading centers.

It has been suggested in this study that those who
agre in charge of the activities of the village reading centers
should encourage the people, especially wvomen and people aged

15-30 to parbicipate more in these activities. Moreover, the
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dissemination of information and knowledge to the village
reading centers as well as the encouragement of the people to
form their nwn comnunity organications or various forms of
publie groups will help contribute pgreatly to the participakion

in the activities of the village reading centers.
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