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ABSTRACT
This research was intended to investigate perceiving behaviors
of AIDS information as related to AIDS prevention Lhrough mass media of
prostitutes in bthe Lhree gouthern border provinces of Thailand. The
subjects under study were 380 prostitutes. Independent variables were

age, educational attainmensl, income, length of werk experience, and

perceiving behaviors of AIDS information Lhrough mass media. Dependent

variables were percéiving behaviors of AIDS Information and the knowledge
of AIDS prevention behaviors through mass media. For data collection, the
instrument was é structured inkerview questionnaire comprising 4 parts:
Part one was respondents”® general information3 part two was on ‘
perceiving behaviors of AIDS informalion through mass media: pgrt three
was a secbion on knowledge of AIDS informabions and part four was on

AIDS prevenbtion behaviors.

‘The research findings were as follows:
1. Most subjects were of a 20-Lo-24-yr age brackebt, primary

school graduates (Prathemsuksa VI), monthly income of 3,001-5,000 baht,

" and work experience of 1 yeaf and 11 monkths.
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2. Television was the maln cﬁannels of mass medis
through which prostitutes most perceived their informations such
inforpation was perceived on a daily basis and most through BBTV Channel T;

2. f{Qeneral inforzation on AIBS.Uas very well perceivéd whereas
AIDS informabios uith deep and specifie details was vaguely perceived by
the subjects.

4, For the AIDS prevention behaviors, the subjects indicated
their AIDS prevention behaviors, #ith 8 well-perceived wmanner.

5. Perceiving behaviors of AIDS information as related to AIDS
prevention behaviors were suaparized as follows:

5.1. Age was relé;ed to AIDS ihfornation through zotion
pictures; educational atfainment was related to AIDS information thrcugh
REWSpapers, lagazines.and motion picturss; monthly income was related to
AIDS information through radio, te]evision and newspapers.

5.2 Education was related to knowledge of AIDS while age
wvag relsted to AIDS prevention behaviors.

5.3 AIDS information behaviors through radio broadeast,
television, newspapers and magazines were related to kmowledse of AIDBS,
whereas AIDS provention behaviors were related to AIDS information behaéier
Lhrough radio broadcast, newspapers and magazines.

One of the implications of this study wss that the AIDS information

through mass sedia of prostitutes in the three southern border provinces

" should be most effectivelg'publicized through televisien pedia and, in

addition, the subjects® basic education shonld be raised up to the level
where the ultimate poals of Lhe AIDS conhral'compaign_in Thailand conld

be satisfactorily fulfilled.



