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Abstract

This research was intended to investigate (1) the level of people’s participation in
the Food Bank Program in Changwat Narathiwat, (2) the relationships between related
variables: age, educational level, income, group leadership, group membership, training,
benefit expectation, and participation, (3) the predictive factors of people’s participation
in the Program, and (4) the problems of the Program and suggested solutions.

The subjects of this research were the householders living in the target villages
of the Food Bank Program in Changwat Narathiwat during the 1999 fiscal year. The
proportional stratified simple random sampling was used to get 281 samples out of 948
households. The data was collected by a questionnaire and then analyzed using the
percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s correlation coefficient, and
multiple regression.

The findings were as follows:

1. The people in Changwat Narathiwat participated in the Food Bank
Program at a moderate level either overall or in each of these aspects: determining
problems, deciding solutions, implementing activities, and evaluating the Program.

2. Group leadership, group membership, training, and benefit expectation
were positively related at the .01 level of significance to overall participation of the
people, while income was negatively related to it at .01.

3. The factors that could positively predict the people’s overall participation
in the Program were the benefit expectation, group leadership and group membership.
The predictive power was 74%.

4. The problems of the people’s participation were that they did not
understand every detail of the Program because their education was low. The foresters

implemented all activities and allowed them to follow but not to participate in every step.



Moreover, the people were uncooperative, undedicated and self-centered. There was
also a lack of leadership, budget, and adequate areas to implement the Program.
According to the findings, the Department of Forestry should specify the
policy and convert the plan to practical activities that promote knowledge and
understanding among local people about the Food Bank Program. The cooperation
between the government sector and community leaders as well as local people should
be promoted. The information system should be developed to publicize every step of
implementation and to inform people about the benefits they will receive from the
Program. The government sector should provide budgets and personnel to assist in
implementing the Program so that it will further improve the community forest

development and people’s participation.
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