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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to study the charac-
teristics of the members of Demonstration Marketing Center
{hereafter, DMC) in terms of sex, age, educational attainment,
income, soacial astatus, relations with government officials,
knowledge in the principles and methods of cooperatives as
well as DMC, and attitudes toward the DMC in relation to their
participation in establishing the DMC. The sampling subjects
under study were 272 DMC members in Amphoe Rattaphum, Changwat
Songkhla. The instrument for data collection was a guestion-
naire comprising 4 subparts: (1) the subjects’ general informa-
tion; (2) a test on the subjects' knowledge in the principles
and methods of cooperatives and DMC; (3) a Likert-scale ques-
tionnaire on the subjects' attitudes toward DMC; and (4} a
Likert-scale guestionnaire on the people's participation in
establishing DMC. The questionnaires were distributed to all
subjects by the DMC commitiee members; 88.60 percent of the
total number of the guestionnaire was returned. The one-way

analysis of variance (ANOVA) was employed in the data analvsis.
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The major findings of the study were summarized as
follows. It was found that male members toock part in the DMC
establishment more than their female counterparts (P = 0.0003);
older members participated in the DMC establishment more than
the younger oneg (P = 0.0006);: subjects with high educational
attainment participated in the DMC establishment more than
those with low educational attainment (P = 0.0007); furthermore,
all subjects with income, those being group leaders, and those
holding good relations with government officials participated
in the DMC establishment more than their counterparts (P =
0.0001); while members with good knowledge in the principles and
methods of cooperatives and DMC participated somewhat more in
the DMC establishment than their counterparts (P = 0.0248);
there was no gtatistical difference in the participation level
in the DMC establishment between those with high attitudes
toward DMC and their counterparts (P = 0.1838).

It was also found that there was a ranking order. being
the highest to the lowest, of the subjects' 15 participatory
activities in establishing DMC as follows: (1) participating in
the meetings for suggestions and advice, {2} participating in
decision~making for the group leader selection, (3) devoting
time to working for DMﬁ, (4) taking part in mutual coordination
with fellow members, {(5) taking part in idea sharing, (6) taking
part in recruiting new meébers to join DMC, (7} taking part in
the discussion of issues regarding DMC rules and regulations,
(8) taking part in the committee planning for establishing DMC,

{9) taking part in public relations campaigns among neighbors,
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{10) participating in the decision-making process for problilem—
golving, (11) help initiate in establishing DMC, (12) taking
part in the coordination with government official, (13} donat-
ing money to DMC, (14) serving in the group committees, and
(15) donating office supplies and materials to DMC.

There were also some reasons for members' participa-
tion in establishing DMC found as follows: (1} needs for mutual
helps among DMC members at 67.65 ﬁercent, (2) expectation for
benefits from DMC at 19.48 percent, and (3) needs for better
relationships among fellow community members at 9.93 percent.

It was also found that those who played important roles
in recruiting other community members to join participatory
DMC activities were fellow neighbors being at 37.90 percent,
village committee members being at 25.00 percent, and develop-

ment officials being at 21.70 percent resgspectively,



