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Abstract

The research on the belief about Al-Mahdi : A Comparative Study between
Ahlis Sunnah and Shi'ah aims to study the appearance of Al-Mahdi in the tast period
before the last day by comparing the beliefs on Al-Mahdi between Ahlis Sunnah and
Shi'ah. The study intends to clarify differences between the two beliefs, and serve
as a norm in seeking knowiedge and increasing faith. The comparative study is
based on a literature reseé'rc_h by collecting data from the Holy Qur'an, the Hadith,
and other documents written by renowned scholars of both Ahlis Sunnah and
Shiah. The findings of the study reveal as foilows:

1. Ahlis Sunnah believes that Al-Mahdi will appear in the last periocd before
the last day. In the other word, he has not born yet, while Shi'ah believes that he
was already born but hiding somewhere in Samarra’ and will appear before the last
day.

2. Ahlis Sunnah believes that the name of Al-Mahdi is Muhammad ibn
Abduilah, while Shi'ah believes that his name is Muhammad ibn Hasan al-Askary,
the eleventh imam.

3. Ahlis Sunnah believes that lineage of Al-Mahdi is from tmam Husan
ibn Ali ibn Abi Thalib, while Shi'ah believes that his lineage is from Imam Husain ibn
Ali ibn Al Thalib.

4. Ahlis Sunnah believes that Al-Mahdi wili appear from the east, while

Shi'ah believes that he will appear from semewhere in Samaira’, Iraq.



5. Ahlis Sunnah believes that Al-Mahdi will appear to guide people to a
good deed, while Shi'ah believes that he will appear to punish the thaghut.

6. Ahlis Sunnah believes that Al-Mahdi will appear at same time of 1sa’s
appearance.

/. Ahlis Sunnah believes that Al-Mahdi is a normal human, while Shi‘ah

betisves that he is a non-sin human.
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