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An Analytical Study of Islamic Principles of faith from the Story of
Ashab al-Kahfi (The companions of the Cave)

in the Holy Quran
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An Analytical Study of the Islamic Principles of faith from the Story of Ashib al-Kahfi (The
Companions of the Cave) in the Holy Quran

Al-Raiak Ahmad al-Laith™*, Abdulllah Numsuk™, Ismael Ali"*

ABSTRACT

This reseach studies the story of Ashdb al-Kahfi (The companions of the Cave)
in the Holy Qurdn by linking historical events with their pure and correct Islamic principle of
faith, devotion, religousity and sacrifice in the way of Islam.

The rescach aims at:

(1) studying the story of Ashdb al-Kahfi in Surah al-Kahfi of the Holy Quran,

(2) investigating the Islamic principles of faith from the Story of Ashib al-Kahfi
in Surah al-Kahfi

(3) studying the relation between the story of Ashdb al-Kahfi and the issues of
Islamic faith.

The study employed the descriptive method. It depends on available data and
published works for analysing the attribute and way of faith as had been observed and adopted by

Ashib al-Kahfi narrated by the Holy Quran, prophetic traditions and other relevant sources.

Findings

The summary of results from the present study is as follows:

1. The story of Ashidb al-Kahfi covers the principles of Islamic faith in relation
to ar-Rububiyah al-Uluhiyah and al-Asmd’ wa as-Sifit. Their story is the
story of the attempt to live up to the true belief in God, the Almighty, and the
sacrifice for the sake of Islam.

2. Al-Shirk (Polytheism) is opposed to Islamic principles of oneness of Allah,

the Almighty. That the member of Ashdb al-Kahfi held that Is3 (pease be upon

* Ph.D. (Historical Studies), Assoc. Professor
® Ph.D. (Usuluddin), Assistant Professor

* Ph.D. {Istamic Law), Assistant Professor



nimy and his mother were gods apart from Allah, the Almighty, and adhered
to the principle of *“Trinity™, is not Shirk, a kind of polytheism or idolatry as
seen and opined by most Quranic interpreters.

3. The term “al-Ragim” referred to in the story of Ashah al-Kahf is the original

Torah. It is the religious doctrine that was sent down by Allah, the Almighty.

Based on its discoveries, the research has found some conclusions and intended
to offer them as suggestions to those who wish to study historical accounts of Holy Quran
including systems and situations under which early human communities existed with their
religious, social economical, political activities, etc. In the process of their study and analvsis on
the issues in question, historical students and researchers should pay attention to the following
points;

(1) Relations between Ashib al-Kahifi and Jews,

(2) Comparative study of different groups such as Ashib al-Kahfi and the seven

sleepers of Christian story,

(3) Stmdying biographical account of Powl and his roles in propagating the

doctrine of “Trinity™.
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