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(Manuscript)

The Beliefs of Muslims in Magic, Witchcraft and Soothsaying: A Case Study of
Yaring, Pattani.

Abdulloh Al-Usamah, Abdullah Karina'

ABSTRACT

This research is aimed at studying the beliefs in magic, witchcraft and
soothsaying of Muslims in Yaring, Pattani by studying documents relating to the
beliefs in magic, witchcraft and soothsaying and studying documents relating to
methods of preventing and healing sickness which come from the performance of
magic according to the method of Islam. The field research is conducted through 380
Muslims in Yaring, Pattani, collecting data by using questionnaires on the beliefs in
magic, witchcraft and soothsaying and the method of preventing and healing the
sickness which comes from the performance of magic and using using SPSS for
Windows computer program in analyzing data to be submitted in percentage.

The result of the research revealed that most of Muslims in Yaring,
Pattani, don’t believe in magic relating to incantations, spell and saying magic verses.
They don’t believe in magicians, natural superior power, miracle, amulets, incantation
clothes, incantation numbers, witchcraft and soothsaying. But some of them believe
that there are ghosts, Jinns, Satans and mystery world. And they believe that they can
use Al-Quran in preventing and healing sickness that comes from the performance of
magic. About the methods to prevent and to heal sickness that come from the
performance of magic, the result of the research revealed that most of Muslims in
Yaring, Pattani choose the method that is true according to the Islamic principle, that
is, they choose the method to prevent from magic by reading Al-Qur’an and prayer
[doa] and they choose the method to heal the sick people that are dominated by
magic by going to see the Muslim scholars who know how to heal the sick people
dominated by magic using Al-Qur’an and prayer healing them. But there are some
Muslims in Yaring, Pattani who believe in magic, incantations, natural superior
power, amulets, incantation clothes, astrology, witchcraft, soothsaying, and they
believe and use the method of magical way to heal the sickness from performance of
magic by going to see voodoo doctors or magicians to heal them.

This phenomenon shows that the belief and the performance of Muslims
in Yaring, Pattani are based on the true knowledge and understanding in the Islamic
provision and they follow the way of the Prophet Muhammad [peace be upon him]

' Ph.D. (al-Qur’an and al-Sunnah), Assistant Professor
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strictly, or maybe because nowadays Islam is spread out thoroughly so Muslims have
more knowledge and understanding in the principle of faith and the principle of
performance of Islam. The reason that Muslims in Yaring, Pattani believe and have
some performances that are eccentric, untrue and distorted to the Islamic principle,
because they get the influence from Brahmanism or Buddhism or maybe because
they don’t understand Islam correctly.
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