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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the history and the influences
of Arab culture on the Malay society in Pattani province. It is a documentary research
which relies on relevant literatures, data based on interviews to reflect all different
issues in question. The concepts adopted in the study are cultural and socio-cultural
changes. The concepts related to loan words and dressing styles are also included in
order to study the culture, language and dressing styles of Malay people in Pattani.

The research found that the influences of the Arab culture on Pattani
Malay society began to take root since the Malay people had converted to Islam. In
the process they gradually started to learn and accept Arab culture such as Arabic
orthography and some Arabic loan words. They later imitated Arab dressing culture
for men such as head wear, Turban, robe, and cloak. In addition, the study found that
in Pattani the Arab dressing style is mostly adopted by Muslim scholars and it plays

an important role in the present time economic life of Pattani.
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