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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to investigate the factors and conditions that
induced women to get involved in drug abuse and later to be imprisoned. The data
were drawn from inmate records, judgment dockets, and other official documents
pertaining to each female inmate under the study. Twenty female inmates, charged
with drug abuse and imprisoned in Pattani Prison in 2001 were interviewed. The
obtained data, for each inmate, were then presented in descriptive prose; content
analysis was undertaken, and comparisons were given in the form of tables.

It was found that the female inmates under the study shared similar
backgrounds; that is, most of them moved in from other provinces to get employment
in Pattani, got involved in drug abuse and ended up in Pattani Prison. These inmates
came from a poor family, received little or no education, and were wage-carners with
unstable incomes. They had some connection with people invelved in drug abuse
before they themselves became involved in drug abuse because of their need of

money, poverty or family debts.





