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Abstraet

This research is intended (1) Lo investigate the relatiomship
between fanily qomponents and child health care bebavior, (2) to
investigate the health care behavior of both Thai Buddhists and Thai;
Muslins and (3) to compare Thai Buddhists’ and Thai Muslims’ health
beliefs. The study examines (1) nine independent variablies which are
ethnic group, mother’s level of education, health knowledge, family
income, number of children, perceived susceptibility to diseases,
perceived severity of diseases, perceived benefits of treabtment and
perceived barriers to treatment, (2) one dependent variable which is
health care behavior, and (3) two control variables which are,
firstly, ethnic group and, secondly, health knowledge.

The subiects of this study are parents or mothers of children
aged 1-10 years old, who reside within the municipality of Pattani.
The total number of subjects is 170. The instrument designed by the
researcﬁer consists of four parts. Part I deals with the respondents’
background information. Part II concerns ethnic group and health rcare.
Part IIIldeais with heslth beliefs, and Part IV deals with health care

behavior. The data is anslyzed for percentages through the spss/pc’

(5)



computer program. The correlation between variables is established
through the ®original percentage differcence (%d) and the ‘partial
percentage difference’ (Pxd). Chi-square is wused to test the
hypotheses, in light of the data collected.

The findings are as follovs:

1. ¥hen the variable.'health knoﬁledge’ is controlled, child
health care behavior is found to have no correlation with ethnic
group, nor with number of children.

2. VWhen the variable 'ethnié group’ is controlled, child
health care behavior is found to have no correlation with mother’s
level of education, family income, health knowledge, perceived
susceptibility to diseasses, perceived severity of diseases, perceive&

benefits of treatﬁent, nor perceived barriers to treatment.
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