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Abstraci

This research is an attempt to understand the lives, dynamic and adaptability of child
labor in a coastal fishing community in Pattani, which are the consequences of the country’s
socio-economic transformation. Bang Pla Mo, a Muslim fishing village on Pattani Bay is the sitc
of the study.

It is found that the country’s expansion of cominercial fishery has led to an extensive
exploitation of marine resources, causing coastal fishery households to become poorer. As such,
schooling cannot be afforded for many of their children, not to mention furthering studies at a
higher level. With no prospect for further studies, there is no need to go be_fnnd compulsory
education. Besides, keeping the children in school for many years while the family suffers poverty
is considered a waste of time and expenses. Thus, children are forced to leave school and seck
employment outside their village. Business, trading and service expansion in downtown Pattani,
particularly that in commercial fishery where little or no skill is required, has lured the children |
from poor coastal fishery households into employment.

However, child labor are nol just wage-earners, but are part of a social group or community
network. After all, they are human beings, who are trying to make sense of what is going on around
them and, like other people, irying to live on. They have to strive for sustenance and keep their
family intact amid social and economic uncertainties while giving meaning and paying attention

to modernity and the outside world and balancing all these forces against their local conditions.
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