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Abstract

This research was intended : (1) to investigate the characteristics of family power
structure about gonjugal’s decision-making in 19 areas, such as number of children,
saving, a distribution of inheritance etc. ; (Z) to determine how the following factors affect
the family power structure : family’s ethnic, relative age of husband and wife, residence
pattern, a period of marriage, relative educational level of huskand and wife, relative
occupational prestige of husband and wife, relative income of hushand and wife, number
of children, family form, and family type ; and (3) to develop a causal model of major factors
affecting the family power structure.

Through a quota sampling method, the subjects were drawn from husbands or
wives in 249 family in the Muang District of Pattani province The data were collected by
means of questionaire. Data were analyzed through SPSS/FC+ computer programme based
on percentage, anthmetic mean, standard deviation, F-test, pearson product moment
correlation and multiple regression

In tesling the causal model of family power structure, two types were performed
using path analysis -

1. The testing of the causal model with unweighied decision-making scores.

2 The testing of the causal model with weighted decision-making scores.

It was found that .

1. In the testing of the unweighted causal model, a period of marriage, relative
occupational prestige of hushand and wife, and relative income of hushand and wife had
direct effects on family power structure. Comparing relative effects of three variables upon

family power structure, it reveals that a peticd of marriage had a strongest ellect upon
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family power structure. The three variables could explain 22 percent of the variance in
family power structure. However, these effects were partly due to the indirect effects of
family’s ethnic, relative age of husband and wife, relative educational level of hushand and
wife, family form, and number of children.

2. In the testing of the weighted causal model, family’s ethnic, residence pattern,
a period of marriage, relative occupational prestige of hushand and wife, relative income of
hushand and wife, and family form had direct effects on family power structure. Comparing
relative effects of six variables upon family power structure, it reveals that family's ethnic
had a strongest effect upon family power structure. The six vanables could explain 21
percent of the variance in family power structure. However, these effects were partly due to
the indirect effecty of relative age of husband and wife, relative educational level of

husband and wife, and number of children.
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