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Abstract

This study was intended to investigate the socio-economic and cultural
change especially mode of production and social structure of Ban Nayang after the
country was liberated since 1975 until 2001 and to find out the impact from socio-
economic change under the project of development and agricultural service to the
community’s way of life.

The sample subjects were purposively taken from Ban Nayang Village. They
consisted of six families, which joined the development project, and six other families
which did not join the project including 15 residents of the village acting as informants
about Nayang Village background and tradition. The data were collected by means of
the observation and the interview in favor of the principle and method of qualitative
methodology. The questionnaires —cum- interview were used as well. The data were
analyzed and interpreted in line with the sociological paradigm of socio-cultural change,
conflict and modernity.

The findings were as follows :

As regards the economic change of Ban Nayang, the original system was
self-sufficient economy . When they were helped from the project of development and
agricultural service, the families in the community have produced for self-sufficient use
as well as for trade which led to more income for the families. More advanced
agricultural technology was used for the production and the villagers have become

multi-occupational, including gardening and raising cattle.



They have been experiencing a significant socio-cultural change since 1975.
In the Ban Nayang Village, the social organizations have been repatterned as to
educate villagers and so also kinship relations have been readjusted in such a way they
are less dependent on one another. Traditional marriage ceremony is still in use but
child-hearing and sickness treatments have altered. Children of the village are better-
educated. Religious beliefs, social values, merit-making participation of ceremonies now
play minor role in the village.

Ban Nayang Villagers’ way of life has been affected by modernity. More
electrical appliances are found being utilized by the villagers. Their living standards are
now improving. The village social structure which is based on the agricultural one has
been changing in accordance with modern economic structure. So also has their belief

and value system been readjusted favourably in the same direction.
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