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Abstract

The intention of this study was to investigate the facts of the causal relationship
between socio-economic conditions and primary relations on the one hand and people’s voting
behavior on the other. The population sampling was of two kinds ; 1) the independent sample
consisting of age, education, income, occupation, knowledge of local government, in-groupness,
kinship and people of the same background based on the former institutes, and 2) the dependent
sample consisting of people’s participation in the election.

The population sampling was purposively taken from the residents of the Municipality
of Tambon Paluru, Amphoe Su-ngaipadi, Changwat Narathiwat on February 26, 2000 by means
of multi-stage sampling. There were 375 cases, all of whom have a franchise. The tool used for
data collection was the questionnaire, supported by interviews as well as group discussions of
the eight key informants. The statistics applied for the data analysis were based on frequency,
percentage, means, and Chi-Square, respectively.

The ﬁgdings of the study were based on the facts that the percentage of the residents of
the Municipality of Paluru, Amphoe Su-ngaipadi, Changwat Narathiwat, who did participate in
the municipality election was 49.30 and that of those who did not was 50.70 respectively.

The findings rejected the hypotheses with regard to the participant’s education,
income, occupation, knowledge of local government, kinship and in-groupness based on the
former institutes, but confirmed the hypotheses in favor of age and group membership.

The reasons for their non-participation in the election were in the decreasing order,
namely, 32.95 percent were fully occupied by their daily working hours at the time of the

election; 12.90 percent blamed the politicians who did not keep their word; and 11,18 percent
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were very much frustrated with elections of all kinds, On the contrary,ithose who did participate
in the clection were in the decreasing order of percentage, r;amely, 38.92 percent intentionally
elected the best of candidates, 31.65 percent made the choice of their own candidates,
14.55 percent made the choice of the candidates who were their relatives and 6.33 percent
.formerly attended the same institutes,

These are suggestions on the basis of the aforementioned findings as to how to draw
out more political participation by concerned people as follows.

This is the time for all the concerned parties, that is, the public and private sectors, and
the candidates and political groups, to extend their good cooperation in this regard. The election
system and the voting method, including the list of the eligible residents, should be reorganized.
The concerned people should be kept well informed and well advised with special reference to the
election of this kind by all available means of communication. Added to these are the election
mechanisms, such as the independent election centers or units, that take full responsibility in the
clection process. Also the residents of respective municipalities should take the role of watchdog
in this regard. Above all, the candidates should be honorable and trustworthy, standing against
vote-buying, as well as encouraging the residents to have a positive attitude toward their own

municipality, and to take a more active role in local politics, especially elections of all kinds.



