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ABSTRACT

A cross-sectional study was conducted among 627 final year students at Pattani
campus of Prince of Songkla University in Southern Thailand. These students
comptised all eligible students from the campus graduating in the 1993 academic year.
The study aimed to determine the important predictors of university achievement,
measured by grade point average based on the four-year academic record. The
detcrminants considered were gender, age, religion (Muslim or others), fanuly status,
family income, parents education and occupation, method of entrance to university,
entrance examination score, type of school, province of residence, school grade point
average, faculty of enrollment, and educational background (science, language,
language & mathematics, or others). The univariate data analysis found that gender,
age, province of residence, family status, method of entrance, university entrance
examination score, school grade point average (SGPA), and faculty of study were all
related to university achievement. Multiple regression analysis yielded method of
entrance, SGPA, faculty of study, family status and the interaction between age and
gender as important predictors of university achievement. The model provided a
reasonable fit with an r-squared of 22 7% and a residual standard deviation of 0.388.
Schoal grade point average is the most important determinant. Females achieved
higher scores than males, after accounting for age. Students with nuclear families
parcnts and students entering university by the direct method achieved higher scores.
Students from the Faculty of Education and the College of Islamic Studies were better

than those from both the Faculties cf Seience & Technology and Humanities & Social
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Sciences. However differences in subjects and evaluation by each lecturcr in different

faculties could contribute to this tinding.
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