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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to (1) study the agricultural system, the rising
condition of beef cattle and the opinion of the farmers who raise beef cattle, (2) to study the
physical, economical-social factors, the raising condition of the beef cattle, the psychological
factors of the farmers who raise the beef cattle, (3) to study the relations between the physical,
economical-social factors and the raising condition of the beef cattle, and (4) to compare the
difference of the physical, economical-social factors, the raising condition, the psychological
factors between the farmers who raise the beef cattle and the farmers who raise the cross beef
cattle. The study were conducted both qualitatively and quantitatively. Twelve farmers from each
group were in-depth interviewed. Moreover, total of 102 farmers, 64 from native beef cattle
raising group and 38 from cross-bred beef cattle raising group were randomly selected for
questionnaire interview

Data from in-dept interview revealed that farmers from both groups were crop-
Livestock integrated farmers Growing rubber trees were a major their career, whereas raising
native chicken, pig and beef cattle were supplementary career. Native beef cattle were a allowed
to grazed native forages between rubber trees with neither vaccination nor mineral and vitamin
supplementation. In contrast with native beef cattle, cross-bred beef cattle were allowed to grazed
on improved pasture with concentrate, vitamin and mineral supplementations as well as
vaccination. Moreover, farmers in both groups viewed cattle raising less risk in product prices and
in natural failure than growing crops. In addition, beef cattle were less prone to disease than

others livestock. Raising cattle also were well compliment to growing crops; they could be done

(5)



in the same area, using cattle to control weeds in rubber plantation, using cattle manure as
fertilizer. However, raising cattle required pair amount of investment as well as experiences.

In quantitative research relationship between physical factors as well as
economical social factors and raising conditions of beef cattle were found. Household total area,
area for agriculture, net in come from agriculture activities, net income from beef cattle raising
and educational level were positively related to beef cattle raising conditions. However, no
significantly relationship between and rented for agriculture, labor unit in agriculture, total
income, household expense, source household of capital and being member of the group

Comparisons of physical and economical social factors between farmers who
raised native beef cattle and those raised cross-bred beef cattle were also statistically significant.
Farmers in both groups were significantly different (P 0.05) in household total area, area for
agriculture, house hold total income, net income from agriculture activities, net income from beef
cattle raising, education level, roughage feeding, concentrate feeding, cattle barn, area for
pasture, water source for pasture, barn cleaning, knowledge and experience in cross-bred cattle
raising, motivation in cross-bred beef cattle raising, extension in cross-bred beef cattle raising,

rent area for agriculture and type of cattle feed.
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