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Thesis Title Competency Responding to Public Hazardous Events Perceived by

Community Hospital Nurses in Three Southern Border Provinces

Author Mrs Aim-on Khunpech
Major Program Nursing Science (Adult Nursing)
Academic Year 2008

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this descriptive research was to identify level of nursing
competency in responding to public hazardous events perceived by community hospital nurses
working in the three southern border provinces. Additionally, comparisons of the competency
among nurses who were different in working department, experience, public hazard training and
Yawi/Malayu language proficiency were conducted. The sample comprised 245 nurses who were
working in community hospitals in the three southern border provinces. Data were collected
during January—February 2008. A questionnaire was used as the study tool to evaluate the
perception of the community nurses towards their competency concerning public hazardous
events in the three southern border provinces. The content of the tool was validated by three
experts while its reliability was tested using Chronbach’s alpha coefficient, yielding a value of
.97. The data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test

The overall nursing competency in responding to public hazardous events
perceived by community hospital nurses in the three southern border provinces was at a moderate
level ()_(: 3.45, S.D. = .91). When considering the level of each dimension, the highest was
coordination (i: 3.82, S.D. = .85), followed by cultural ()_( =3.73, S.D. = .91). and the lowest
was leadership ()_( = 3.19, S.D. =.79) and problem solving (i: 3.21, S.D. = .75) Furthermore,
the significant differences of the competency among nurses who were different in working
department, experience and public hazard training were found (t = 3.65, t = - 5.50 and t = - 4.407
respectively, p < 0.01) However the different levels of Yawi/Malayu language proficiency among
the nurses did not make differences in perceptions of their competency in responding to public

hazardous events

(5)



The results of this study could be employed as baseline information for future
development of nursing competency in responding to public hazardous events among community

hospital nurses working in the three southern border provinces.

(6)
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