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Abstract

Project Code: RDG5110005

Project Title: The Social Role and Participation in Development of Thai People

in Kelantan State, Malaysia

Investigators: Mr.Wanpichit Srisuk
E-mail Address: s_wanpichit@hotmail.com
Project Duration: 16 October 2007 — 15 October 2008

The purposes of this project “The Social Role and Participation in Development of Thai
People in Kelantan State, Malaysia” were to examine the Thai people in their way of life and
adapting, organizing social and preserving Thai identity, social status, social role including
the participation in development of Thai people in Kelantan State, Malaysia. This qualitative
research comprised the documentary study, non-participation cbservation, in-depth interview
and focus group discussion. The key informants were Thai people in Kelantan State, Malaysia.

The results of this study revealed that Thai people in Kelantan State had Malaysian
nationality which made them be a minority group in Malaysia. They had tried to show their
identity through language, religion, traditional culture and transferred it to the next generation.
In the dimension of interaction to the state and Melayu people founded Thai people had highly
realized to be Malaysian citizens, respected to the laws and supported the activities of Thai
people regularly. For the relationship with the Melayu people, it was found that they had
separated way of life because of cultural differences but there were no conflicts among them.

The minority status made Thai people had a limitation social role. There was the
Siamese of Kelantan association only that set up for the management of the political activities
and, on the other hand, was social activities. The development participation in the state level

or another social institute was low. It was different from the participation in the Thai society



e

having the strength especially in the cultural participation. For the combination such as
occupation group, saving up group was not found in this study. The result of this study would
be useful to set up the policies between countries as a measure for taking care of the minority
group and to compare the governing in the case of Thai people who had Melayu race in the

frontier of Southern Thailand.
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