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Abstract

The research was aimed to study factors effecting master’s degree students’
achievements, problems, obstacles, and management to ensure that students would be graduated
within the curriculum. The research was qualitatively conducted through the in-depth interview:
Hatyai University twenty-eight master’s degree students in education administration from 2001 to
2006, two administrators of education curriculum, four thesis advisors, and two staffs of the

graduate school.

The research revealed as follows:

1. The factors related to thesis achievements were the following: (1) students’ personal
factors: the expectation of graduation within two years, family understanding, encouragement,
suggestions, reducing burdens, and the full support of supervisors, (2) curriculum and curriculum
management and resources: the appropriateness of the curriculum related to students’ needs,
choosing proficient lectures with teaching approaches emphasized the importance of students’
analysis, making decision, and solving problems. The general advisors and thesis advisors should
provide sufficient time, knowledge and experiences, encouragement, and clear and accurate
advice. The academic sources should be more various and enough. The graduate students who
had experiences in education administration were likely to be successful in doing researches, and
(3) thesis management processes: having a handbook, accuracy of layout and publishing, giving
advice and following up by phone, and making appointments and arrangements from the
graduate school.

2. The problems and obstacles in doing thesis were from personal factors: falling behind

the schedule, time arrangements, and typing skills. The curriculum and administration which

)



provided fewer courses in research methodology also hindered the students’ achievements,
especially statistics. The fulltime lecturers, lacking modern teaching technology, academic
sources, and the staffs looked after the layout of writing and typing were still insufficient.

3. The suggestions and management of conducting research: the students should select a
topic that they feel ease, have careful planning, and become more active. For the university, it
should consider the qualifications of the students who choose to do research and provide the

qualified advisors, including increasing academic sources.
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